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2014 GOLDEN GECKO AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.53 pm]: On 9 October 
I attended the 2014 Golden Gecko Awards held at the Duxton Hotel. The Golden Geckos were launched in 1992, 
making this the twenty-third year that the awards have been organised by the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum, and in that time they have become an important night in the resources industry social calendar. 

This year marked a change in the Golden Gecko Awards format, being the first time that the night was opened to 
everyone in the resources industry rather than being an invite-only event. In recognition of the importance of 
sharing learnings throughout the industry, entrants were also given an opportunity to present their projects to the 
audience prior to the awards ceremony. The awards have the very important goal of recognising environmental 
excellence and innovation in the mining and petroleum industries. This year there were six finalists: 
Argyle Diamonds Ltd for its project maximising the use of renewable energy at Argyle Diamonds; 
Environmental Rehabilitation WA for its Mt Ida magnetite rehabilitation project—beyond best practice; 
Evolution Mining, Edna May operations, for its Eremophila resinosa translocation program; 
Franmarine Underwater Services Pty Ltd and the Department of Fisheries for their project, in-water hull cleaning 
system; Geo Oceans Pty Ltd for its project, GO visions marine habitat mapping and monitoring technology; and 
Newcrest Mining Ltd for its project, alternate solution—copper concentrate storage facility. 

The winner of the certificate of merit for the 2014 Golden Gecko Awards was Geo Oceans. Its GO visions 
technology enables rapid assessment and monitoring of large areas of coastal marine habitats and can be of great 
assistance in situations such as an oil spill. The winner of the 2014 Golden Gecko Award for environmental 
excellence was Franmarine and the Department of Fisheries. This project eradicates bio-fouling of large marine 
vessels through an in-water hull cleaning system. This means a ship does not have to be dry-docked for it to be 
cleaned, thereby reducing cleaning costs and the cost of travelling to dry dock. This also promotes a preventive 
approach to biosecurity and a clean-hull operating policy for Western Australian waters. This innovation is 
particularly impressive as its applications stretch far beyond the resources industry. It also manages to achieve 
significant cost savings for industry whilst improving outcomes for the WA environment. 

All of this year’s submissions have demonstrated exceptional environmental management and commitment over 
a range of different projects. The Golden Gecko Awards recognise excellence and leadership and acknowledge 
the outstanding contribution recipients have made to the responsible development of WA’s resources. 
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